MUSSOLINI
moving his troops and had several minor triumphs over the rebels. Six weeks later on the i6th February, General De Bono' Governor of Tripoli took formal possession of the vanquished territory. In the same month Graziani occupied the district of Djifa. The same month saw successful operations around Cirenaica. The Libyan colony had been reduced during the War to the occupation of the coast and some of the principal cities. Now Libya had been reconquered as far as Giarabub and the Tripoli as far as the international border. A deal of settlement organisation has been on in these territories.
One of the Duce's main achievements was the concordat which he concluded in February 1929. For long decades the Italian State arid the Vatican had been living in a state of polite but decided enmity. MussoHni, the former anarchist and free-thinker, changed th& The Papacy was a power which he could not ignore and which he wanted to utilise for his own ends. In the latter he failed, but he brought to an end a situation which was growing more or less unbearable.